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one here in the United States. 


Students in attendance at privately conducted col- 
leges and universities actually pay a little less than 


half. of what it costs to educate them; the balance is 


supplied by the income from endowments and by 
available gifts. Consequently the institutions must 
conduct a never-ceasing campaign for funds to meet 
current expenses. This campaign injures scholastic 
enterprise in three ways: it makes wealthy donors, 
normally unfamiliar with the business of education, 
assume an importance to which they are not gen- 
vinely entitled; it creates an atmosphere of adver- 
tising which attracts to the campus hordes of the 
same kind of unfit as swarm to parades in honor of 
celebrities; and it seldom leaves the school time to 
grow inwardly at anything like the same pace at 
which it develops outwardly . . . 


The current practice of seeking gifts above all else ; 


makes the institution more subservient to givers than 
ought to be the case. In general, the opinions of 
wealthy and successful men are not harmful to the 
college. These involve practical experience, much 
rugged common sense, and a certain indispensable 
element of conservatism . . . 


Often enough an industrial magnate or a banker 
serves the community in ways that deserve recogni- 
tion. But when one confronts the news of college 
commencements in which the first place is occupied 
by doctorates conferred honoris causa upon a series 
of aldermen and sausage manufacturers, one can 
guess fairly accurately that the explanation is not 
really service but “contributions.” How can any 
school expect its students to interest themselves in 
scholarship, scientific research or the genuinely 
academic professions when the men it applauds, 
year in and year out, have no other title to great- 
ness than the fact that their signature on “the dotted 
line” is authentic and dependable? 


—The Commonweal, June 29, 1927 
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Then and Now 


The problem of meeting the costs of higher education is hardly a new 


The small group of learned colleagues that once 
made up the university is no more. Modern enroll- 
ments, expenses and objectives have made bureauc- 
racy the characteristic organization of modern uni- 
versities, administered by professional executives 
acting in accordance with the desires of political, 
industrial, alumni and student bodies. It is rare that 
administrators or the sources of administrative power 
limit academic freedom by some dramatic dismissal 
of a professor. Often, less noticed but more effective 
limitations are accomplished through the altering of 
employment practices, standards, budgets, salaries 
and curricula—limiting academic freedom by limiting 
academic responsibility. An administrator may not 
refuse to incorporate a sequence of teacher training 
courses if the legislature sees the need for it, dis- 
proportionately develop carbon electives within the 
chemistry department if a local industry promises a 
grant, or build a huge athletic organization if the 
alumni desire it. 


It is by these and similar measures, some highly 
necessary, some highly commendable, that academic 
responsibility is lessened. Meanwhile, the small group 
of colleagues has become a large number of em- 
ployees. The new academic world is their world and 
they have adjusted to it, for it is their livelihood. 
They may rise up at a dramatic abridgement of 
academic freedom, but they are participants in the 
loss of academic responsibility. Increasingly, theirs 
is the life of the salaried employee more than that 
of the curious, disciplined scholar. 


But with all of this, the search for fundamental 
knowledge is continued by some members of the 
faculty. In the physicat and biological sciences, this 
search has been accepted as necessary for the 
obvious utilitarian results that have emanated from 
it. Perhaps even the quest for and communication of 
physical and biological truth is viewed as good 
in itself. 

—Lawrence Podell in The Commonweal, 
January 25, 1957 
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